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SUBJECT: CLIFFORD MISSION: DEPARTURE STATEMENT TO PRESS AND Q & A 

1 . FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
CLIFFORD S DEPARTURE STATEMENT TO THE CYPRIOT PRESS 
FEBRUARY 25 UPON CONCLUSION OF THE SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
WITH CYPRIOT LEADERS. THE SESSION WAS HELD IN THE 
USIS LIBRARY IN NICOSIA: 

(BEGIN TEXT) 

THANK YOU FOR COMING. THIS IS A SPLENDID REPRESENTATION 
OF THE PRESS IN CYPRUS, AND I APPRECIATE THE INTEREST 
THAT YOU HAVE SHOWN IN THE TRIP THAT I'VE HAD HERE 
THE LAST THREE DAYS. I WANT TO THANK THE PEOPLE OF CYPRUS 
THROUGH YOU, THEIR REPRESENTATIVES, FOR THE COURTESY 
AND HOSPITALITY THAT I HAVE BEEN SHOWN. THERE'S BREN 
THE FRIENDLIEST SPIRIT AS I'VE DRIVEN ALONG THE STREETS; 
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PEOPLE WAVED TO ME, AND I GET THE WARMEST KIND OF 
FEELING OF FRIENDSHIP WITH THE PEOPLE OF CYPRUS. I’M 
GRATIFIED BY THAT BECAUSE IT HAS NOT ALWAYS BEEN SO. 

I'VE HAD EXCELLENT VISITS HERE. AS YOU KNOW, WE ARE 
HERE BECAUSE OUR NEW PRESIDENT, PRESIDENT CARTER, WANTED 
US TO MAKE AN EXAMINATION ON THE GROUND OF THE CONDITIONS 
THAT EXISTED IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN. HE HAS HAD 
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A NATURAL CONCERN ABOUT CYPRUS, AS HAVE ALL AMERICANS. 
WHENEVER DIFFICULTY OF THE KIND THAT HAS EXISTED HERE 
CONTINUES IN SOME PART OF THE WORLD, IT HAS BEEN THE 
POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES TO INTEREST ITSELF IN IT. 

WHEN THERE ARE PEOPLE WHOSE RIGHTS HAVE BEEN VIOLATED, 
WHEN THERE ARE AREAS IN THE WORLD IN WHICH THERE HAVE 
BEEN REFUGEES, WHEN THERE HAS BEEN AN INVOLVEMENT IN 
THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS, THE UNITED STATES HAS TAKEN AN 
INTEREST IN IT. AND THAT'S WHY WE'RE HERE IN CYPRUS. I 
HAD A SPLENDID VISIT YESTERDAY WITH PRESIDENT MAKARIOS, 

AND WE, I THINK, GREW TO BE GOOD FRIENDS IN A SHORT PERIOD 
OF TIME. WE WERE VERY FORTHRIGHT WITH EACH OTHER, AND I 
FELT THAT IT WAS AN EXTREMELY PRODUCTIVE SESSION. I WENT 
BY TODAY TO SAY GOOD-BYE TO HIM, AND, IN THE PROCESS OF 
SAYING GOOD-BYE, WE TALKED FOR ANOTHER HOUR BECAUSE THE 
EXCHANGE HAD COME TO BE FREE AND EASY BETWEEN US. I 
ALSO HAD THE PLEASURE AND PRIVILEGE OF MEETING THE OTHER 
MEMBERS OF HIS ADMINISTRATION. AND OUR TEAM THAT HAS COME 
WITH US HAS SPENT MANY HOURS TALKING WITH OTHER MEMBERS OF 
THE GOVERNMENT THAT EXISTS HERE IN NICOSIA. WE COMPLIED 
WITH THE INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN US BY PRESIDENT CARTER, AND 
WE ALSO ARRANGED TO GO OVER INTO THE OTHER AREA, WHERE WE 
HAD A VISIT WITH HIS EXCELLENCY, MR. DENKTASH. WE FIRST 
TALKED WITH HIS MAIOR NEGOTIATOR FOR SOME TIME, BECAUSE 
THAT GAVE US A BRIEFING UPON THE ISSUES THAT EXISTED, 

AND THEN I HAD A LONG TALK WITH MR. DENKTASH, AT WHICH 
HE VERY FRANKLY STATED THE VIEWS THAT HE HAD WITH 
REFERENCE TO THESE IMPORTANT MATTERS. HE THEN GAVE US 
A LOVELY LUNCHEON, CONSISTING OF VARIOUS TURKISH DISHES 
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THAT, I MIGHT ADD, WERE DELICIOUS. THEN AFTER THAT 
WE HAD A PRESS CONFERENCE TOGETHER. LE ME CONCLUDE 
MY COMMENTS BEFORE I TAKE QUESTIONS BY STATING TO YOU 
THAT I AM CONFORTED BY THE FACT THAT AS WE HAVE MADE OUR 
TRAVELS THROUGH THE ASTERN MEDITERRANEAN, I RECEIVED ONE 
VERY STRONG AND DEFINITE IMPRESSION, AND THAT IS: 

THE PEOPLE OF CYPRUS, THE OFFICIALS IN CYPRUS, OFFICIALS 
IN OTHER COUNTRIES IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD 
ARE ALL UNITED IN THEIR DESIRE TO SEEK A SOLUTION OF THE 
CYPRUS PROBLEM; AND IT IS OUR HOPE THAT THAT GOAL 
CAN BE ACHIEVED AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. IT WILL TAKE 
WEEKS AND MONTHS OF NEGOTIATING, BUT I LEAVE WITH A 
SENSE OF OPTIMISM THAT SUCH PROGRESS CAN BE MAINTAINED. 

I WILL NOW TAKE YOUR QUESTIONS. 

3. QUESTION: YOU ARE GOING TO REPORT TO PRESIDENT 
CARTER ON YOUR MISSION. WHEN DO YOU EXPECT A UNITED 
STATES INITIATIVE TO HELP BRIDGE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
THE TWO SIDES? 
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ANSWER: OUR PROGRAM IS TO LEAVE HERE EARLY TOMORROW 
MORNING AND GO TO LONDON, WHERE WE HAVE A DAY-AND-A-HALF 
TO OURSELVES TO WRITE A REPORT. ON MONDAY WE VISIT SOME 
BRITISH OFFICIALS, FROM WHOM WE MAY GET VALUABLE INFORMATION 
BECAUSE OF THEIR LONG BACKGROUND. WE THEN GO HOME, WHERE 
WE GIVE THE REPORT TO PRESIDENT CARTER. ONE CANNOT ESTIMATE 
THE TIME THAT IT WILL TAKE. HE WILL READ THE REPORT: 

HE WILL HAVE MEETINGS WITH US AND SENIOR ADVISORS; AND, 

OVER A PERIOD OF SOME TIME, HE WILL CONSIDER THIS 
QUESTION ALONG WITH OTHER PRESSING PROBLEMS THAT HE 
HAS. AS YOU MAY KNOW, THE CONGRESS HAS TAKEN AN 
ACTIVE PART IN THIS WHOLE MATTER, TOO, AND IT IS OUR 
HOPE THAT WE CAN DEVELOP SOME TYPE OF INTEGRATED 
AND COOPERATIVE ACTION BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND THE 
CONGRESS. BUT EXPRESSING AN OPINION AS TO TIME IS 
UNWARRANTED BECAUSE NO ONE KNOWS AT THIS TIME WHAT 
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LIES AHEAD IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEW ADMINISTRATION 
AND THE ORGANIZATION OF THE CONGRESS. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 NICOSI 00552 02 OF 04 261749Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 
PRS-01 SP-02 NSC-05 SS-15 IO-13 /058 W 

261800 062840/47 

P 260630Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
TO USINFO WASHDC PRIORITY 
SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5383 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL ISTANBUL PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL ADANA PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL IZMIR PRIORITY 

UNCLAS SECTION 2 OF 4 NICOSIA 0552 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


USINFO FOR IPS, PE, IBS/PE, IBS/PN:TURKISH SERVICE, IBS/PC, IEU 

QUESTION: THE TURKISH SIDE EXPRESSED DISTRUST ABOUT 
THE MISSION AND THE MEDIATION OF THE UNITED STATES IN 
THE CYPRUS PROBLEM. TO WHICH EXTENT HAS BEEN REMOVED 
THIS DISTRUST, AND DO YOU THINK THE UNITED STATES CAN 
STILL PLAY A USEFUL PART IN BRIDGING THE DIFFERENCES? 

ANSWER: YES. WE NOTED IN THE PRESS AT ONE TIME THAT 
HIS EXCELLENCY, MR. DENKTASH, SAID THAT HE THOUGHT IT 
WAS UNWISE FOR US TO COME. ANOTHER PAPER WE NOTED SAID 
THAT HE PREFERRED THAT THERE NOT BE ANY, I THINK THE 
EXPRESSION WAS, "FOREIGN INTERVENTION". BUT WE PAID NO 
ATTENTION TO THOSE REPORTS BECAUSE AT THE TIME WE HAD 
IN OUR POSSESSION NOT ONLY THE INVITATION OF MR. DENKTASH 
TO HAVE MEETINGS WITH US, BUT ALSO HIS INVITATION TO 
HAVE LUNCHEON WITH HIM. SO, THE REPORTS DID NOT AFFECT 
US PARTICULARLY, BECAUSE HE HAD THOUGHT WELL ENOUGH OF 
OUR MISSION TO INVITE US, HAD SUGGESTED THE PEOPLE THAT 
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HE THOUGHT WE OUGHT TO SEE, HAD GIVEN US SOME IDEA OF THE 
PLANNING THAT HAD GONE INTO IT, AND HAD EXPRESSED THE 
WISH THAT HE THOUGHT A FORTHRIGHT DISCUSSION WOULD BE 
VALUABLE. SO, I CAN'T DO MUCH MORE THAN JUST TALK ABOUT 
WHAT THE ACTUAL FACTS ARE. THE FACT IS WE ACCEPTED THE 
INVITATION, WE HAD A LONG TALK WITH MR. DENKTASH, I KNOW 
HIS VIEWS VERY WELL NOW, AND THE LUNCHEON TURNED OUT TO 
BE A SIGNAL SUCCESS. WE THEN HAD A JOINT PRESS CONFERENCE, 

SO I OFFER THOSE FACTS AS AN ANSWER TO SOME SUGGESTION 
THAT MAYBE OUR EFFORTS WERE NOT DESIRED IN THIS REGARD. 

QUESTION: PRESIDENT MAKARIOS HAS SAID THAT ANY NEW AGREEMENT 
ON THE CYPRUS PROBLEM WOULD NEED NEW GUARANTEES, A NEW 
SYSTEM OF GUARANTEES, SINCE THE OLD ONE HAS NOT BEEN VERY 
EFFECTIVE. HE PROPOSED THAT GUARANTEES SHOULD BE OFFERED 
THROUGH THE SECURITY COUNCIL OF THE UNITED NATIONS. DID 
YOU DISCUSS THIS QUESTION, AND IS THE AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION 
READY TO ACCEPT THIS PROPOSAL OF THE PRESIDENT? 

ANSWER: THE QUESTION OF GUARANTEES WAS NOT DISCUSSED. 

THERE'S A LOT TO DO BEFORE YOU GET TO THAT POINT, AND 
IT SEEMS BEST TO TAKE THE QUESTIONS IN ORDER, BECAUSE IF 
YOU LOOK AT ALL THE PROBLEMS AND ATTEMPT TO WORK AT ALL THE 
PROBLEMS AT THE SAME TIME, YOU'RE LIKELY TO BE ENGULFED BY 
THEM. IT SEEMS TO ME AT THIS PARTICULAR STAGE THAT 
THERE ARE TWO FUNDAMENTAL AREAS OF NEGOTIATION: ONE IS 
THE QUESTION FO THE TERRITORY, AND THAT, AS YOU KNOW, 

CONTAINS WITHIN IT A DISCUSSION OF BI-ZONALITY THAT HAS 
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BEEN TALKED ABOUT SO MUCH. THE WHOLE QUESTION OF SETTLEMENT 
OF TERRITORY IS INEXTRICABLY LINKED WITH THE QUESTION OF 
REFUGEES, SO THAT HERE IS AN AREA THAT THE PARTIES SHOULD 
GET TO. THE OTHER QUESTION THAT SEEMS TO BE OF PROFOUND 
SIGNIFICANCE IS THE QUESTION OF THE STRUCTURE OF A NEW 
TYPE OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. AND THAT SHOULD BE GIVEN 
ATTENTION. I DERIVE SOME COMFORT FROM THE FACT THAT IT 
SEEMS TO ME THAT THERE IS MOVEMENT NOW IN THE DIRECTION OF 
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ADDRESSING THOSE TWO VERY IMPORTANT QUESTIONS AT THE NEXT 
MEETING OF THE NEGOTIATORS IN VIENNA ON MARCH 31. 

QUESTION: ARE YOU EXPECTING A SECOND VISIT OF YOUR TEAM 
TO THE AREA AFTER THE FORMULATION OF THE AMERICAN POLICY 
ON OUR PROBLEM? 

ANSWER: THANK YOU. I DO NOT KNOW AS YET. THE ATTITUDE 
OF THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT IN THIS REGARD IS THAT IT 
WISHES TO LEND EVERY ASSISTANCE THAT IT CAN TO THE PARTIES. 

CYPRUS IS A SOVEREIGN STATE. WE COME HERE ONLY UPON 
INVITATION. WE HAVE SAID. THROUGH THE PRESIDENT, WE 
ARE PREPARED TO HELP IN EVERY AREA THAT THE PARTIES DESIRE. 

NOW, AFTER WE LEAVE, OUR VERY ABLE AMBASSADOR, AMBASSADOR 
CRAWFORD, WILL BE OUR EYES AND OUR EARS AND OUR VOICE, SO THAT 
IF AT SOME STAGE IT IS DESIRED BY THE PARTIES HERE TO KEEP US 
INFORMED OF DEVELOPMENTS, THEY WILL DO SO THROUGHT OUR 
AMBASSADOR. IF AT SOME STAGE THE PARTIES BELIEVE THAT 
THERE WOULD BE VALUE IN OUR RETURNING, SO THAT WE MIGHT 
HELP IN SOME MATTER. THEN I THINK OUR DISPOSITION WOULD BE 
TO RETURN. WE DO NOT CONSIDER OURSELVES A MEDIATOR; 

THAT IS NOT OUR FUNCTION IN ANY WAY. WE DON'T CONSIDER OURSELVES 
A JUDGE; AGAIN, THAT'S NOT OUR FUNCTION. OUR FUNCTION IS TO 
HELP THOSE PARTIES WHO SAY THAT THEY BELIEVE THAT WE CAN 
RENDER SOME ASSISTANCE IN THEIR REACHING THE GOAL OF FINAL 
DISPOSITION OF THE PROBLEM. 

QUESTION: ARE YOU TAKING BACK TO PRESIDENT CARTER ANY 
MESSAGE OR LETTER FROM PRESIDENT MAKARIOS? 

ANSWER: I TAKE BACK NO WRITTEN LETTER. IT IS POSSIBLE 
THAT PRESIDENT MAKARIOS MAY REPLY TO THE LETTER THAT I 
BROUGHT TO HIM FROM PRESIDENT CARTER, BUT HE HAS NOT HAD 
TIME TO DO SO. I FEAR THE LAST COUPLE OF DAYS I MAY HAVE 
MONOPOLIZED HIS TIME. BUT HE MAY SEND BACK SUCH A LETTER. 

HE ASKED THAT I TAKE A MESSAGE BACK TO PRESIDENT CARTER 
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EXPRESSING HIS APPRECIATION FOR THE WARM SENTIMENTS THAT 
ARE CONTAINED IN THAT LETTER AND EXPRESSING HIS THOUGHT THAT 
IT IS HIS FEELING AND CONFIDENCE THAT THE FRIENDLY RELATION- 
SHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND CYPRUS WILL CONTINTINUE. 
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QUESTION: IS THERE ANY POSSIBILITY FOR MR. CYRUS VANCE 
TO COME TO CYPRUS? 

ANSWER: I BELIEVE THAT THERE IS NO PLAN, NOR ANY 
NECESSITY AT THIS TIME FOR THE NEW SECRETARY OF STATE, 

CYRUS VANCE, TO COME TO CYPRUS. THE FACT IS, BY 
INTERESTING COINCIDENCE TO SOME EXTENT, HE WAS AN EMISSARY 
OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON IN 1967 WHEN DIFFICULTY APPEARED TO 
BE DEVELOPING IN CYPRUS, AND HE CAME OVER AND TOOK PART 
IN NEGOTIATING WITH THE VARIOUS PARTIES AND, I THINK, 

LENT A VERY, VERY VALUABLE SERVICE IN AVOIDING A PROBLEM 
THAT WAS DEVELOPING AT THAT TIME. I BELIEVE THAT THE 
PRESIDENT FEELS THAT AT THIS PARTICULAR STAGE HE WOULD 
LIKE TO WORK THROUGH A MISSION OF THIS KIND AND ALSO 
WORK THROUGH OUR AMBASSADOR HERE. 
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QUESTION: YOUR COUNTRY'S PRESS CONSISTENTLY REFERRED TO 
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YOUR MISSION AS HAVING THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE OF MENDING 
THE EASTERN FLANK OF NATO, WHILE CYPRUS COMEAS A SECOND 
TARGET. IS THAT TRUE? CAN YOU COMMENT ON THAT? 

ANSWER: YES. THE UNITED STATES HAS A CONTINUING INTEREST 
IN NATO. WE HEOPED FORMULATE THE PRINCIPLES OF NATO SOME 
THIRTY YEARS AGO. WE BELIEVE IN IT; WE'VE MADE A BIG 
INVESTMENT IN IT. WE BELIEVE THAT IT HAS PLAYED A VERY 
ACTIVE PART IN KEEPING PEACE IN THE WESTERN WORLD THROUGHOUT 
THE LONG LINE OF NATO. UP AS FAR AS NORWAY AND AS FAR DOWN 
AS TURKEY. AND WE BELIEVE THAT IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE 
PRINCIPLE OF NATO AND ITS EFFECTIVENESS BE PRESERVED. WE 
HAVE BILATERAL RELATIONSHIPS WITH BOTH GREECE AND TURKEY. 

THERE HAVE BEEN SOME MINOR DIFFICULTIES DEVELOP THERE, 

AND WE'RE ALWAYS INTERESTED WHEN ANY KIND OF DIFFICULTY 
AFFECTS ONE OF OUR ALLIES IN NATO. AS YOU MAY KNOW, THE 
EXISTENCE OF THE DIFFICULTY IN CYPRUS HAS CAUSED SOME 
PROBLEMS TO COME INTO BEING BETWEEN OTHER COUNTRIES. SO 
THAT IS PART OF OUR MISSION, BECAUSE WE SPENT THREE DAYS 
IN ATHENS TALKING TO MR. KARAMANLIS AND HIS TOP OFFICIALS 
AND UNDERSTANDING THEIR ATTITUDES; AND I THINK THAT WE 
TOOK STEPS TOWARD IMPROVING AND CONTINUING THE SPLENDID 
RELATIONSHIPS THAT WE'VE HAD WITH GREECE FOR MANY YEARS. 

WE DID THE SAME IN TURKEY, SO THAT PART OF OUR MISSION HAS 
BEEN TO ASCERTAIN WHAT ATTITUDES WERE AND TAKE STEPS TO 
AMELIORATE ANY FEELINGS THAT EXIST, AND AT THE SAME 
TIME TAKE MESSAGES BACK TO PRESIDENT CARTER. 

QUESTION: WITH REFERENCE TO THE LAST QUESTION HERE, DO 
YOU FORESEE ANY RISK OF THE CONFLICT EMERGING BETWEEN 
CONGRESS, WHICH IS NORMALLY LOOKED UPON AS BEING PRO-GREEK, 

AND THE STATE DEPARTMENT, WHICH MIGHT HAVE STRONG INTERESTS 
IN KEEPING A GOOD RELATIONSHIP WITH TURKEY? 

ANSWER: THE QUESTION WUOULD REQUIRE A DEGREE OF PRESCIENCE 
ON MY PART THAT I DON’T HAVE. I CANNOT SEE THAT FAR INTO 
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THE FUTURE. I THINK THAT IT'S GOING TO BE THE WISH OF THE 

NEW ADMINISTRATION TO DEVELOP A FRIENDLY RELATIONSHIP WITH 

CONGRESS. OUR GOVERNMENT WORKS BETTER IF THE PRESIDENT 

AND THE CONGRESS ARE GETTING ALONG WELL TOGETHER. SOMETIMES 

WHEN WE HAVE A PRESIDENT OF ONE PARTY AND A CONGRESS CONTROLLED 
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BY THE OTHER PARTY, AND IT BEGINS TO GET INTO PROBLEMS, I 
SOMETIMES TEMPORARILY WISH FOR THE PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM THAT 
YOU HAVE HERE THAT WOULD NOT PERMIT SUCH AN UNUSUAL EVENT AS 
THAT TO TAKE PLACE. BUT THE BEST ANSWER THAT I CAN GIVE TO 
YOUR QUESTION IS THAT PRESIDENT CARTER WILL SET HIS OWN 
POLICY WITH REFERENCE TO GREECE AND TURKEY AND CYPRUS, AND 
IT IS MY HOPE THAT HE WILL BE ABLE TO WORK OUT AN OVERALL 
UNITED STATES POLICY WITH REFERENCE TO THOSE COUNTRIES. 

QUESTION: WITH THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION NOW IN THE WHITE 
HOUSE, CAN THE GREEK CYPRIOTS FEEL SAFE THAT THEY WILL NOT 
BE ATTACKED AGAIN BY TURKEY? 

ANSWER: AS MUCH AS THE UNITED STATES IS INTERESTED IN CYPRUS, 

AND AS MUCH AS IT DESIRES TO BE HELPFUL TO CYPRUS, THE UNITED 
STATES IS NOT IN A POSITION TO EXTEND GUARANTEES TO CYPRUS, 

NOR CAN IT EXTEND GUARANTEES TO ANY PORTION OF CYPRUS. THAT 
IS NOT THE FUNCTION OF THE UNITED STATES. NOW, THE 
FRIENDSHIP THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS FOR CYPRUS IS SUCH THAT 
IN THE EVENT THE GOVERNMENT OF CYPRUS WANTS TO CALL UPON 
THE UNITED STATES FOR NEGOTIATING HELP, FOR OTHER KINDS OF 
AID THAT IT HAS GIVEN IN THE PAST, MY FEELING IS THAT THE 
UNITED STATES WOULD BE AVAILABLE. BUT IT WOULD BE A SERIOUS 
MISTAKE FOR ANYONE TO PROCEED ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT A CHANGE 
OF ADMINISTRATION IN THE UNITED STATES WOULD CONSTITUTE EITHER 
A GUARANTEE OR A CHANGE OR LACK OF GUARANTEE WITH REFERENCE 
TO ANY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD. 
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AMCONSUL IZMIR PRIORITY 
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QUESTION: DURING YOUR UNOFFICIAL CONFERENCES PARTICULARLY, 

A LOT OF PLAY WAS MADE ABOUT THE MORALITIES INVOLVED 
IN THE CYPRUS PROBLEM. HOW DO YOU SEE THE MORALITY ANGLE 
OF THIS ISSUE? 

ANSWER: IT WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE FOR ME TO GIVE A PERSONAL 
OPINION ABOUT THAT. WE HAVE HEARD A GOOD DEAL WHILE HERE 
ABOUT MISCONDUCT ON THE PART OF OTHERS THAT CAUSED 
SUFFERING AMONG GREEK CYPRIOTS. AT THE SAME TIME, WE'VE 
HEARD QUITE A LOT ABOUT THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PICTURE, 

ACTIONS ON THE PART OF PERSONS THAT CAUSED UNHAPPY CONDITIONS 
TO EXIST REGARDING TURKISH CYPRIOTS. SO OVER A PERIOD OF 
TIME, APPARENTLY, THERE HAVE BEEN TRANSGRESSIONS ON BOTH 
SIDES. PART OF THE DIFFICULT IS THE FEELING THAT EXISTS 
BETWEEN DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE POPULATION OF CYPRUS. 

ONE CAN ONLY HOPE THAT TIME WILL MODIFY THESE FEELINGS. 

I WOULD HOPE THAT AS PROGRESS IS MADE TO FIND A SOLUTION 
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THAT THERE WIL BE A HEALING OF OLD WOUNDS. AND THAT THERE 
WILL BE LESS DISTINCTION BETWEEN WHAT HAPPENED IN THE PAST. 

I WOULD HOPE THAT THERE WOULD BE MORE ATTENTION GIVEN TO 
WHAT LIES IN THE FUTURE, BECAUSE A PERSON CAN BE PROUD TO BE 
A CYPRIOT. AND I WOULD HOPE THAT THAT SHOULD BE THE REAL 
EMPHASIS, INSTEAD OF WHATEVER MODIFYING WORD IS USED PRECEDING 
THE WORD "CYPRIOT". 

QUESTION: HAVING CONCLUDED YOUR MISSION, DO YOU BELIEVE NOW 
THAT THERE ARE POSSIBILITIES OF SETTLING THE CYPRUS PROBLEM 
THIS YEAR, BEFORE THE END OF 1977? 

ANSWER: I THINK THAT THERE IS A DEFINITE POSSIBILITY THAT 
THE CYPRUS SETTLEMENT CAN BE ARRANGED IN 1977, AND I HOPE 
THAT THAT TRANSPIRES. THAT IS MY BELIEF, WITH THE PRESENT 
MOMENTUM THAT HAS STARTED, WITH THE FEELING ON THE PART OF THE 
PARTIES THAT THE TIME HAS NOW COME TO PUT UPON THE TABLE 
POSITIVE, CONSTRUCTIVE SUGGESTIONS, SO THAT THERE IS A 
BASIS FOR NEGOTIATING, WITH THE FACT THAT THE PARTIES HAVE 
AGREED TO MEET FOR THIS PERIOD TIME, AND WITH THE FACT THAT 
THERE IS A DEFINITE FEELING THAT IT IS RIGHT FOR THE FUTURE 
OF CYPRUS TO HAVE THIS SOLUTION TAKE PLACE. I EXPRESS THE 
WISH AND THE HOPE THAT THERE IS A DEFINITE POSSIBILITY. 

I THINK THAT THIS IS A GOOD TIME FOR A SETTLEMENT. THERE 
IS SOMETHING THAT OCCURS OFTEN-TIMES IN THE EVENTS OF MANKIND 
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THAT MAKES A CERTAIN ACTION APPROPRIATE AT A CERTAIN TIME. 

THERE ARE ANY NUMBER OF THOSE FACTORS THAT SEEM TO ME 
TO BE CULMINATING IN A FRAMEWORK THAT COULD WF.ET. LEAD TO A 
SETTLEMENT IN 1977, AND THAT IS THE HOPE OF OUR MISSION. 

THAT'S THE HOPE OF OUR PRESIDENT, AND THAT WOULD BE THE HOPE 
OF OUR COUNTRY. THANK YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR COURTESY. I'VE 
ENJOYED SO MY VISIT IN CYPRUS THAT I INTEND TO COME BACK 
SOMETIMEAS AS A TOURIST. THANK YOU. 

CRAWFORD 
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Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770067-1166 
Format: TEL 
From: NICOSIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977026/aaaaaewd.tel 

Line Count: 502 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: fd94acc9-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 10 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22-Oct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3369828 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CLIFFORD MISSION: DEPARTURE STATEMENT TO PRESS AND Q & A 
TAGS: PFOR, OVIP, CY, TU, GR, US, (CLIFFORD, CLARK M) 

To: USIA STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/fd94acc9-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



